
Table of Comparison

for Vertebrates 

	Characteristic
	Lampreys
	Cartilaginous Fishes
	Ray-finned 

Fishes
	Amphibians
	Non-Avian Reptiles
	Birds
	Mammals

	Jaws

Present

or 

Absent?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skeleton 

made of Cartilage 

or Bone?
	Cartilage
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Appendages Paired 

or 

Unpaired?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fins 

or 

Legs

present?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adults have Gills or

Lungs 

Present?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swim Bladder Present 

or

Absent?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skin is Moist  or covered with Scales ?
	Moist
	Tooth-like Scales
	Bony

Scales
	
	
	Feathers

and

scales

(on legs)
	Hairs

(not

from

scales)

	Skin 

is 

waterproof?

(Yes or No)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	
	


